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Preface

Each chapter in this little book emerges out of a sermon preached in
recent months at Rye Lane Chapel. My people have pressed me most
earnestly to send the messages forth in some permanent form, and while I
doubt their wisdom, I defer to their love: hence this book.

It is not in my heart, much less upon my lips, to claim any powers as a
writer, but if deep conviction adds lustre to the written word these
pages are aglow. No sudden enthusiasm dictates my thoughts; rather by a
process painful to my own soul I have been led as I know, by the Holy
Spirit, to the affirmation of the great truth that the Lord Jesus Christ
is coming in manifest glory to this earth. I am positive the Church is
suffering for its neglect of this subject.

Here is a world in the throes of conflict, in the vortex of ill will,
and yet ministers are still declaring it is getting better! The solemn
sober fact which no man, however erudite, can deny is that the world
to-day is exactly in the position described by our Lord and His
Apostles. The test of inspiration is prophecy. By that test the
Scriptures are abundantly vindicated.

In December last a little company gathered around a grave in a North
London cemetery. There were not many present but each one owed much to
the one whose body that day was laid to rest. Her gracious spirit,
wonderful patience, deep insight into truth had inspired her life until
it exhaled the very spirit of her Lord. When I thank God for the great
truths of this little book that He has burned into my soul, I think of
her.

Theo. M. Bamber

Rye Lane Chapel, S.E.15. April, 1927.





          

      

      

    

  

    
      
          
            
  
1. The Sign of the Times

And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up and lift up
your heads, for your redemption draweth nigh.

Luke 21:28

In considering the teaching of Scripture on the coming personal return
of the Lord Jesus Christ, it is necessary to ask of the reader an
unprejudiced mind. Too often in this as in other matters, a preconceived
view prevents that full liberty to the Holy Spirit without Whom things
to come cannot be discerned by the natural mind. It is He Who guides
into all truth and when, sometimes after a long struggle, we lay aside
the philosophies of men and take to our knees, we discover at once what
problems the human mind weaves so fruitlessly for itself and how
wonderfully His Good Spirit resolves them for us. Spiritual truth is
spiritually discerned. The truth the Holy Spirit reveals cannot be
appreciated by an unspiritual mind, and therefore we are not surprised
that the great outstanding truth of the New Testament should be denied
and even ridiculed by so many. 1

For the Christian worker to-day nothing is more important than a clear
understanding of God’s purpose in this present dispensation. When God
was manifested in the flesh in the person of the Lord Jesus Christ men
rejected Him. The King came, proclaiming the kingdom but His sceptre was
refused. Out of that rejection proceeded the mystery of the Church. When
our Lord ascended He left behind Him those who on the Day of Pentecost
were filled with the Holy Spirit and became the Church, His Body, His
Witness in the world. It was not possible that the kingdom could be
founded in a society which had rejected the King and therefore the
mystery of the Church emerged as men and women were called out from the
world by the Holy Spirit through the preaching of the Gospel. The
kingdom is to come on the earth but not until the rejected King
returns. 2 Our Lord left His command to preach the gospel, He left no
command to the Church to attempt to permeate an unchristian society with
Christian principles. The Kingdom of God is to be established in the
hearts of the redeemed people: it is an impossibility in an unredeemed,
unregenerate society. And since it is a kingdom it implies the presence
of the King; where the kingdom is there the King must be. It corresponds
with our ideas of the fitness of things and the New Testament is
literally full of declarations that so it will be. This truth is
indigenous to the Scriptures and if it is to be rejected they must go
with it. To the writer as a Baptist it is nothing less than amazing that
theologians who, on the authority of the New Testament claim to be
Baptists, refuse the same authority for this truth. If the New Testament
is a sound enough basis for the baptism of believers by immersion, as it
is, then it is a sounder basis for the truth that the Lord Jesus Christ
is coming back again in like manner as the disciples saw Him go into
heaven.

By every word of Scripture it may confidently be claimed that He is to
return. The promise of Acts 1:8 has never been fulfilled. We cannot
doubt that such a word at such a solemn moment was intended to be
literally accomplished. Certainly the promise is not fulfilled when the
believer dies. St. Paul declared to the Christians in Corinth what he
had “received of the Lord” concerning the observance of the Lord’s
Supper. He enjoins them to observe it “until He come.” 3 If the
coming is at the death of the believer, then “until death” would have
made it clear. And if, as others assert, our Lord came at the fall of
Jerusalem, by what amazing contradiction do those who hold this view
continue to observe a sacrament which, if they are right, should have
ceased in A.D.70? To one generation of disciples our Lord had to say “O
fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken.” 4 May it be our wisdom to heed His word.

Yet in the minds of many who accept the general truth in this matter
there is a disposition to leave the subject alone because our Lord
definitely affirmed “Of that hour knoweth no man, not even the Son but
the Father.” 5..The writer accepts the English translation
although it can be contested. That it is not the final word is clear
from the words at the head of this chapter. The actual moment of His
coming is an eternal secret, but the signs of His approach have been
clearly revealed. Certainly we must be careful that we do not fall into
the error of that cheap criticism which declares God has nothing to do
with days and hours; for if the Creator of the sun and moon is oblivious
to time, who is conscious of it? Further, while the course of events
shews clearly that had the actual year been revealed to the first
disciples it would have been fatal 6 to the early church, yet if hope
is to be kept alive we may reasonably anticipate that the Holy Spirit
will reveal some signs of the fulfilment of prophecy in history.

It has been claimed that the words of our Lord in Luke 21 are of
doubtful authenticity. We are assured 7 “it is rash to use this
chapter, even in its Marcan form, as evidence that Christ adopted
apocalyptic ideas.” Let us suppose it is the insertion of another hand.
Shall we not acknowledge in ordinary justice that he has made a splendid
guess as to the condition of the world in later times? Would the reader
care to write a forecast of even five years hence? Would not our
modernists paint a glowing picture of the world in 1000 years’ time
altogether different from the dyspeptic outlook of this unknown
interpolator? If Christ did not utter these words out of His Divine
wisdom, who was the prophetic genius who could see the world after
centuries of Christian teaching in the awful conditions which are so
true in their reflection of our time?

That our Lord had prophetic authority we do not doubt. With His
disciples He surveyed the temple “adorned with goodly stones” 8 and
to the amazement of those about Him declared “not one stone upon
another” 9 should remain. His words were literally fulfilled, for the
very foundations were ploughed up. That temple, representative of
civilisation, culture, art, religion, perished even as He said. So too
He saw “Jerusalem compassed with armies” 10 and in the thought of it
wept 11 over the city. What He has to say as to the future should
make us ponder, if nothing more.

Let us then consider the signs mentioned by our Lord. He declared there
would be spiritual confusion centring in Him. It is worthy of notice
that our Lord saw very clearly that He was to be a factor in the world’s
religious life. That He is the centre of religious confusion there can be no
doubt. Christian Science, Spiritualism, Russellism, Christadelphianism
all give Him a place, but not the place the Scriptures give Him. Mrs
Besant parades the world with her second Messiah, but there are no
wounds in his hands. A halo is thrown around the character of Christ as
a Good Man by any cult, but as a Crucified Redeemer, through Whom alone
salvation from sin is secured, He is still rejected. All over the world
the Name of Christ is commanding respect, but it is the Christ of the
Sermon on the Mount, it is not the Crucified Christ through Whose blood
we have forgiveness of sins.

There are to be wars and anarchy. How truly such a word describes our
times needs no emphasis. Mr. Edison assures us that less than 50
aeroplanes could suffocate London in three hours. Great Britain is
spending annually £130,000,000 on armaments. May we not suppose that the
Government would gladly save that money if they could? As to anarchy the
world is rife. It is a beautiful poetry to call it the “birth throws of
a new era;” it is the hard fact that the world is perishing in its sin.

“Nation shall rise against nation.” 12 All around us is bitter
hatred. Self determination in Europe has resulted not in peace but in
new boundaries bristling with bayonets. The small nations, given their
liberty, have rushed to defend themselves. One recognises the political
value of the League of Nations, but it is powerless to stop war. War is
the fruit of sin, and while sin remains wars must be. The world-wide
distress of nations from China to Mexico is all too apparent. Settlement
is nowhere to be found. The whole world is seething with discontent and
unrest. Strange indeed that after nearly 2,000 years of Christian
teaching so it should be. And are not men’s hearts failing them for
fear? Statesmen were never so unable to forecast the future as today.
Diplomacy is paralysed with unspeakable dread.

There are to be cosmic disturbances 13 as signs of His coming. It is
rather a big step in the faith of some to connect signs in the sun, moon
and stars, earthquakes and famines with the return of the Lord Jesus
Christ. But one or two points are worthy of consideration. We believe in
the star 14 of Bethlehem guiding the wise men from the east. We
believe that when our Lord was crucified there was “darkness over all
the earth.” 15 St. Paul assures the Colossian Christians “For by
Him were all things created,” “by Him all things hold
together.” 16 As to the prevalence of earthquakes and other
phenomena of land and sea and sky each must observe the occasions for
himself, but the following from The Morning Post of 8th
November, 1926 is not without interest:

During the last few months great upheavals and shocks of nature have
abounded in various parts of the world. The last few days have produced
in England and in the channel freaks of weather which are causing many
people to ask the question: what is this mystery? Why does not some
scientist come forward with a detailed explanation, or are all these
weather changes still subjects of conjecture?

Of course, these things do not prove that the Lord’s return is near. It
may be so, but possibly conditions have yet to get much worse. God’s
people, however, as they see evil coming to its consummation, need not
be troubled, for when these things begin to come to pass then is the
time not to look down but to look up, for the time of redemption draweth
nigh. Such an attitude does not mean hypocritical indifference to the
fortunes of our fellows. On the contrary, by believing these things new
nerve will be given to the enterprise of preaching the gospel and
pleading with all men everywhere to accept salvation at the hands of the
Lord Jesus Christ. The Church is sadly needing a new inspiration to
evangelism. It will find it as it correctly interprets the signs of the
times. 17
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2. Antichrist

When ye therefore shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place (whoso readeth let him
understand) then…

Matthew 24:15

The above verse from St. Matthew’s gospel is most important. By it our
Lord gives His unqualified seal to Daniel as a prophet, and pronounces
him to be an authority whose utterance covered a period subsequent to
the time of Himself. In many quarters that profess obedience to the Lord
Jesus Christ the prophecy of Daniel has been discounted, but our Lord
confirmed his testimony and many will prefer to be “wrong” with Christ
than “right” with the critics. The explanations of the difficulty make
confusion worse confounded. We are told that the general public believed
that Daniel was a prophet and to please them our Lord fell in with their
ideas. That would be a contention of some weight if applied to certain
types of politicians, but one sees no evidence in the gospels that our
Lord ever, for convenience, accepted popular notions. It is most
remarkable if on this one special occasion he echoed glibly the
untutored ideas of the crowd. To swerve like that, even by a hair’s
breadth, in Him, would have been sin! Where peccability seems too
hazardous a speculation, fallibility provides a more reasonable resort.
The more moderate counsel is urged: our Lord was authoritative in
certain fields but we must not expect Him to be an expert in Old
Testament criticism! He thought Daniel was right, the modern critic
knows Him to be wrong, if indeed there ever was a Daniel! Let us listen
to Him as above such Babel. He solemnly declares “search the
Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they
which testify of me.” 1 Strange if one is not an authority on
one’s own biography.

The Scriptures make it quite clear that before the appearing of our Lord
in glory there will be a manifestation of Antichrist. In his letter to
the Thessalonians, Paul names him “the Man of Sin.” 2 There he
declares that the day of Christ will not come except there come first
the apostacy and “the Man of Sin” be revealed. Apostacy was to be
gathered up in personality. The spirit of Antichrist, as John declared,
has long been in the world but just as goodness has been consummated in
God manifested in the flesh, so iniquity will have its incarnation in
the man of sin, the son of perdition.

Antichrist will be essentially religious. He will not condemn religion,
rather he will encourage it with all his powers. He is doubtless
symbolised in Revelation 13 in the Beast rising up out of the sea with
the name of blasphemy. John saw him with “a mouth speaking great
blasphemies” 3 but the world will regard him as being the embodiment
of true religion. He will receive, and men will accord him, worship. He
will seize upon the imagination of his fellows by a wonderful
recovery 4 from some deadly wound. When that fact was first pointed
out to the writer it was received with a gasp of incredulity. But it so
happened that the very next day a visit was paid to a lady who had
resigned from the Church and was devoting herself to Christian Science.
She declared she was looking forward with confidence to the day when
Christian Science would be vindicated before the world when, through its
agency, the dead should be raised up to life again. “If” said she,
“Christian Science can produce life, no doubt will remain of its truth.”
Fortified with the prayer, fellowship and meditation of the previous
day, it seemed well to point out to her Revelation 13 verses 3 and 12,
and show that Satanic powers in this direction were already indicated in
Scripture. The only answer was that in these days no really educated
minister believed in Satan! In those days when I was deeply exercised
upon the authority of Scriptures and the content of my message from the
pulpit everything weighed, and wending my way home after the interview
the Holy Spirit burned into my soul the conviction that the only
safeguard against the pernicious religious falsehoods in the guise of
truth was the sure word of Scripture. My talk to the neophyte to
Christian Science proved to be a landmark in my own spiritual life.
Without doubt, Antichrist will be religious! Spiritism will probably
flourish under his benevolent approbation. His method will be eclectic
and synthetic. He will aim at universal religion but the basis of union
will not be the revealed Word of God. It will be popular and it will
appear to be reasonable and desirable. “All that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names are not written from the foundation of
the world in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain.” 5 The Christian
should note very carefully that in spiritual matters to follow the crowd
is dangerous. Truth is not controlled by majorities.

Antichrist will be a commercial genius. Buying and selling will be an
important field of his operations. He will so control the markets that
those outside his rings will have no chance (Revelation 13:17). The
Scriptures indicate that in the last days trade will move from the west
to the east, as indeed it has done. China is an object of solicitude to
the great powers because she has untold natural resources from which
great wealth can be secured. The huge oil fields of the middle east have
provided handsome profits to investors beyond all their expectations.
When Antichrist comes he will know how to control world markets with
resultant prosperity to those within his schemes and ruin to those who
stand aside.

Antichrist will be political. In Revelation chapter 17 Antichrist is
again symbolised, this time with the harlot. With deference it is
submitted that the Roman Church is not the “man of sin” but the “woman
of sin.” The harlot on the beast is the Roman apostacy. The Beast is
described as having ten horns which are ten kings, and they receive
power one hour with the Beast. The ten kings have one mind and they
agree to give their kingdoms unto the Beast. In this symbolism some
confederation of world powers is suggested with the object of world
peace. It will be not merely a league of states in equality, but a
league with a recognised leader. The kings will come to recognise that
not in arming themselves against one another but in allying themselves
under one leader lies the only hope of peace.

Without therefore any twisting or straining of Scripture the portrait of
Antichrist is quite distinct. The more one seeks humbly the guidance of
the Holy Spirit the clearer the lines will appear. He will stand for a
universal religion, trade prosperity and international peace. The world
knows these three things are inseparable. They are the three things most
prominently in the minds of men today. If any man should stand forth who
could guarantee these three things the world would go after him.

In religion the note is unity. Every disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ
must deplore the marks of division in the Church visible. Even so we
must always remember that the true church of the redeemed, the church
invisible, is not divided, it is the Body of Christ in unbroken unity,
an organism not an organisation. Members of that Body have fellowship
one with another irrespective of the organised communion to which they
may belong. True unity of the Spirit is realised through obedience to
the Spirit-given Word of Holy Scripture. The links of fellowship are
entirely and only within the Bible, and all members of the Real Body of
Christ find them, know them and enjoy them there. Union on that
basis 6 will not be the union desired or offered by Antichrist. His
basis will be more plausible, more reasonable to an average man, to a
natural mind, and the world will hail his religion with approval. How
few know the difference between a religious and a spiritual mind. The
first is the possession of the natural man, the second the gift of the
Holy Spirit.

In business men are looking for trade prosperity. It is now apparent to
the uninitiated that bankers and financiers by their policy can
materially affect economic conditions. In a highly organised community
like Great Britain the decisions of the old lady of Threadneedle Street
make all the difference. That was a circumstance unknown in the days of
our Lord. It would have been incredible that a company of men in one
room could so decide and vary trade conditions over the whole Roman
empire, but today the influences of Lombard Street and Wall Street are
world-wide. It requires no great effort to imagine Antichrist ruling the
world for trade expansion and commercial prosperity.

In politics the note is peace. International control and trade expansion
go together. Alliances and treaties are all proving ineffective in
securing peace. English history as the schoolboy knows it is a record of
war, of treaties made with a flourish of trumpets and speedily trampled
upon in the blood of butchering armies. Strange indeed that the world
does not seize upon the essential weakness of all these covenants, but
it does not. Even today Christians hail them with satisfaction, and
glibly from the pulpit the Locarno spirit is extolled. Antichrist will
make his covenant of peace and like all other covenants of human
invention it will end in blood instead of being founded, as the one
great covenant of peace is founded, on the blood of Christ. Why does not
the Christian Church wake up to the glorious truth that “He has made
peace”? 7 Peace is not to be made, it is to be applied. It has been
made through the blood 8 of His Cross 9 and only as men enter into
its saving efficacy, by faith, can there be peace. To proclaim peace
when there is no peace is a deluding of the people for which God will by
no means hold us guiltless.

Wielding a universalism in religion, commerce and politics the ambition
of Antichrist will increase. He will make a covenant with the people of
Israel returning to their own land, and under his protection the temple
will be rebuilt and the old sacrifices re-established. Prosperous Jewry
is not interested in the Messianic prophecies, but the persecuted
remnants of the chosen race still long for Messiah. Our Lord when He was
rejected predicted another should come in His name and be
received. 10 The Jew, having rejected the true Messiah, will receive
the false. It is the assertion of the Antichrist that Christ has not
come in the flesh and the way will therefore be clear for him to
proclaim himself the Messiah. He will be received as such and will be in
very truth “the abomination of desolation.” 11 Antichrist
standing in the holy place will be the sign that the glorious advent of
the Lord Jesus is near, very near.

All this seems incredible and impossible. But the reader will do well to
remember that these things are spiritually discerned. We are living in a
deceptive world; falsehood walks admirably gowned in the guise of truth.
The kingdoms of the world, refused by our Lord at the hands of Satan,
Antichrist will greedily accept. The mystery of godliness is God
humbling Himself to become man: the mystery of iniquity is man exalting
himself to become God.

When darkness was over the land of Egypt the children of Israel had
light in their dwellings, 12 when death raged about them 13 they
were safe under the blood. Cleansed in the blood of Christ, separated
from Egypt, lighted by the Holy Spirit, we shall be safe.
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3. The Coming Lord

And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be overcharged
with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and cares of this life, and so that
day come upon you unawares.

Luke 21:34

Watchfulness was a duty frequently and emphatically impressed upon His
disciples by our Lord. He was alive to the danger that the pressure of
the material would dull their spiritual alertness. With the centuries
the danger increases; “When the Son of Man cometh shall He find the
faith on the earth?” 1 Will there be many waiting and looking for
His coming in the spirit of a great and eager expectancy? Will the
Church be ready? Organised Christianity is very little concerned with
this outstanding truth of the New Testament. It is muddling on,
criticised by the world, dissatisfied with itself, hoping for the best
but realising nothing. The number of conferences being held must be
legion. We discuss how revival may come, and acknowledge in our
conclaves our message is not gripping. Very glibly it is declared that
the old Gospel has evidently lost its power, when in fact the
condemnation is of the new “gospel.” It can be soberly affirmed that in
the vast majority of our churches today the young people do not know
what the old gospel is. Let ministers preach it for a time and they will
find young people coming to them in sheer amazement at the “new” truth.
The truth today is that Modernism is at the Bar. It is due to modernism,
to fantastic speculations utterly unrelated to Scripture that the
organised Church is in such a parlous condition. It is surely worthy of
notice that wherever the old gospel is being preached there one finds a
strong, sturdy, spiritual community. Have ministers the courage in the
grace of the Holy Spirit to get back to the Scriptures?

St. Paul writing to the Christians at Corinth, impressed upon them that
in all their work they should be careful to give none offence, to the
Church, the Gentile or the Jew. The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ has
a distinct and important relationship to these three. He is coming
“in the air” for His saints – the Church. 2 He is coming with
His saints in manifest presence to the earth.

In this chapter we shall be concerned with the Secret Coming of the Lord
for His Church. St. Paul assured the Thessalonians that He would come
“in the air.” The dead in Christ shall be raised first and His
Church alive on the earth shall be caught up to be for ever with Him.
That will be the completion of the redemption of the body for which
God’s people wait.

The Church is a “mystery” 3 hidden from the beginning in the
counsels of God. The covenant promises were given to Abraham and his
seed, not to the Church. When Christ came He preached the Gospel of the
Kingdom for the very obvious reason that the King was here 4 waiting
to set up His kingdom. He was rejected and, at His ascension, went to
the heavenlies. The Church was then formed by the Holy Spirit at
Pentecost: 5 a mystery which had not been clearly seen by the
prophets of old. Through the Church God is now calling out a witness in
the world. This is not the dispensation of the kingdom, it is the
dispensation of the Church. The kingdom age will follow the return of
the King. 6 It is not surprising that Christians who have confused
the purpose of God in this dispensation are so despondent. How could
they be otherwise? Not a single village in all the favoured land of
England is yet entirely composed of faithful believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ. There are more heathen in the world than when Carey first went
to India. No wonder ministers tell us the world is “quite young”; while
scientists aver that the age of man is at least 10,000,000 years!

Let us clearly appreciate the content of that word “church.” It is
neither the Church of Rome, nor the Protestant community; but the
company of those redeemed in the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ
and none else. St. Paul saw this redeemed Church under three very
suggestive figures. He called it the BODY of Christ. 7 A body is for
the functioning the invisible spirit, to manifest that which is secret.
The Church reveals Christ and Christ is revealed through the Church
only. No other organisation in the world, however noble its ideals,
however wonderful its powers, can reveal Christ. That is the unique
privilege of those who are redeemed.

The Church is declared to be the BRIDE of Christ. She has no fellowship
in the world, no partner in her hopes, but she waits for the Bridegroom
and anticipates with joy the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 8 It is He
who will lead her to the banqueting house under His banner of love, and
for that priceless privilege she waits patiently, keeping herself
unspotted from the world.

The Church is a BUILDING of God not made with hands. Just as Solomon’s
temple was built in silence without the sound of hammer, so the Church
is being built without din or noise. 9 The world always has to make a
noise to emphasise important operations, but God’s Holy Spirit works in
silence, calling out here and there those who are being eternally saved.
Meantime the cloud and fire rest upon the Church, God’s home 10 in
the midst of an ungodly world.

Are not these figures suggestive? Should there be any surprise that the
hope of the Church is in the coming of her Lord? “Ye men of Galiliee,
why stand ye gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus shall so come in
like manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven.” 11 Could anything
be plainer? Unless we are blinded by prejudice or have lost the last
shred of respect for the Word of God there can be but one understanding
of that declaration, He is coming again. St. Paul assures us in his
message to the Thessalonians that the Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven. It will be no effusion of His spirit (whatever that may be), but
He HIMSELF. 12 And it is no idle word or speculation created in
his own mind; for he declares it “by the word of the Lord.” 13 We
are constantly reminded that it is “only Paul.” Such a criticism has
obviously a double edge which one in courtesy forbears to use. It is
sufficient to observe that we take the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper at
the record of Paul when he gives it by the word of the Lord. Are we not
in effect raising the question of the Apostle’s insanity or honesty? If
he declares something on the authority of the Lord which is really his
own imagination or fabrication, how comes it that Paul has been at least
as mightily used as any modern critic in the service of the gospel?

And He will come with a shout 14. Whether that triumphant blast will
be heard by the world or by the redeemed only, one cannot say. Those on
the road to Damascus with Paul, heard the voice, they saw no man. 15
Certainly every believer on the earth will hear it. No one to-day asks
how a voice could be heard all over the world. A schoolboy could tell
them.

“And the dead in Christ shall rise first.” 16 There are two
resurrections taught in Scripture, the resurrection of those who have
died in Christ, and the resurrection of those who have died rejecting
Christ. 17 All in the Old Testament who believed the promise of
Jacob’s Star 18 we believe will be raised with those who died in the
faith in Christ. For the believer alive on the earth will be the
unspeakable joy of being caught up to meet the Lord in the air. 19

Incredible as all this may seem, the earnest student humbly dependent on
the guidance of the Holy Spirit will not be left in any doubt. In the
patriarchal age Enoch 20 ascended, in the prophetic period
Elijah, 21 in the Gospel dispensation our Lord. Neither can one shut
the eye to the clear teaching of Scripture. Paul earnestly desires not
to be unclothed (by death), but to be clothed upon (by translation). We
are assured that this corruptible (which has died) must put on
incorruption, and that this mortal (still living, but with the seeds of
death in the body) must put on immortality. So when our Lord would raise
Lazarus from the dead He declared “I am the resurrection (for
believers who are dead) and the Life” (for those who are waiting for
Him). “He that believeth on me, though he were dead, yet shall he live,
and whoso liveth and believeth in me shall never die.” 22 With
these great truths in his heart Paul can exalt “O death where is thy
sting (for those who are raised), O grave where is thy
victory” 23 (for those translated). The words in parenthesis are
not, of course, in Scripture, but the writer believes them to be the
inevitable implication in each case.

His coming will be sudden and unexpected, like lightning. 24 That
surely rules out the speculation of the gradual extension of the Kingdom
over the whole world. Our Lord saw some in bed, some in the field, some
grinding, at the moment of His appearing. Some would be taken, some
left. 25 The discharge of the common tasks of life is evidently the
believer’s duty and part of his watchfulness, for no idler was taken.
The Jew of our Lord’s time might reasonably ask how anybody could be in
the field working when others were in bed asleep, but our Lord, who we
are assured was just as ignorant as other people, did not seem to be
disturbed by the apparent difficulty. And again the schoolboy of to-day
could explain not the difficulty, but the necessity in a world which we
know to be round with varying times and seasons all over the globe. One
suspects that the schoolboys of the next generation will deal as easily
with most of the problems so ponderously propounded in unbelief to-day.

He is coming as a thief in the night. The thief usually has one purpose.
He comes silently, takes possession of the most precious things and
departs. So the Lord will come for His Church. The world will wake up to
find what is in effect and truth its most precious possession (the
Church) gone. There will be a sensation for a time as the comparatively
few are missed, and then the world will settle down to its business
again; the salt of the earth will have disappeared and the last
restraint upon iniquity removed.

There are some who think that Christians who are not looking for His
coming will not take part in the rapture in the air. But the Church is
one, and its unity is in the faith in the precious blood of the Lord
Jesus. Those looking for His coming will rejoice to have their faith
confirmed. The others will be something like Thomas in those post
resurrection days of doubt and uncertainty, 26 and there will be a
humbling joy at His feet as they rebuke themselves for their unbelief.

It is a glorious truth that there shall be one generation of the Church
that shall not see death. It may be in the wonderful providence of God
this unspeakable privilege is reserved for us in this day. It may be we
shall not have to say good-bye to those nearest and dearest to us, but
that with our loved ones we shall be translated to be with Him. Rightly
or wrongly I live in the hope this may be so.

Yet with this joyful truth in the heart, one is solemnised. Since He may
come at any moment, one’s own walk with God must be without a cloud upon
the fellowship, the garments must be white. He who would watch must
guard no less his walk. And with this vision in our hearts does not the
world call forth our deepest pity and anguish? Nothing stirs up our
lethargic natures as this solemn truth that the man to whom we say
good-bye at the office at night, we may never see again; the people to
whom we preach may not have another chance of hearing the gospel! If we
ministers felt that, how should we preach? Should we prepare discourses
and find texts for them? Should we be content to tell the people what
not to accept? I think not. That is why this hope in the coming of the
Lord is so downright practical.
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4. The Coming Messiah

Behold your house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, ye
shall not see me henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is He that
cometh in the name of the Lord

Matthew 23:38,39

The Bush upon which Moses reflected as he saw it burning but not
consumed 1 was a perfect symbol of the persecution yet persistence of
God’s chosen people. What the phenomenon suggested to the patriarch we
are not told, but certainly it is true of the Jew that while ever in the
furnace of affliction he is never destroyed. The great Semitic races
contemporary with him are no more; he remains. The mighty nations who
have oppressed him, Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, have surrendered their
power; Russia that has held so many Jews in bondage is in the turmoil of
her own destruction, but the Jew goes on. The Jew persists as no other
nation in the world. He is without king or country and yet, while
compelled to live amidst the nations, none can absorb him. He may be a
Russian Jew or a Polish Jew, but he is always a Jew. Where he is
oppressed, the judgments of God fall upon his oppressors, and where he
has liberty the blessings of God are conferred upon those who give it to
him. There is no doubt that great divine favours have been granted to
our own country because of its charter of liberty to the Jew in our
midst. He is the object of God’s special solicitude and God does not
intend ever to forsake him.

The history of the chosen race is familiar. When God called Abram out of
Ur He encouraged him with a great promise: “And I will make of thee a
great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; and thou
shalt be a blessing: and I will bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.” (Genesis 12:2,3). Believing God Abram went forth. The story
of Isaac and Jacob is familiar, as also that of the circumstances in
which the sons of Jacob, with their families, found themselves in Egypt.
When another king arose who knew not Jacob, the Egyptians enslaved God’s
people, and they were delivered through the hand of Moses. The weary
trekking through the desert, prolonged through their unbelief, ended at
last in a partial possession of the land, partial because of their
tendency to compromise. After Joshua, came that period during which they
were rescued from the results of their sin by the raising up of mighty
saviours like Gideon and Jephthah. Catching the spirit of the nations
about them they demanded a king and finally, after the disastrous
experience of Saul, God gave them one after His own heart in David. 2
Under his grandson, Rehoboam, the ten tribes revolted and formed the
northern kingdom with Jeroboam as their king. In Samaria a line of kings
without exception provoked God by their wickedness and in B.C.719
Samaria was taken by Shalmaneser and the people carried away into
captivity. In Jerusalem the kings were not all bad but wickedness
prevailed, and in B.C.597 King Nebuchadnezzar “took Johoiachin and
carried away vessels, princes and 10,000 captives” to Babylon. Left as a
puppet king in Jerusalem, Zedekiah was foolish enough to intrigue with
the Egyptians, and ten years later Jerusalem was besieged and sacked.
That marked the beginning of “the times of the Gentiles.” With the
exception of a period under the Maccabees, Jerusalem has never been free
from Gentile domination, and as a state it suffered final annihilation
in A.D.70 under the onslaught of Titus.

But while the history of the chosen race is familiar, the prophetic
utterances seldom receive the attention they deserve. The first promise
to Abram, to which reference has already been made, was later amplified:
“In the same day the Lord made a covenant with Abram. Saying, Unto
thy seed have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great
river, the river Euphrates.” (Genesis 15:18). That was a clear,
unconditional promise which has not yet been fulfilled. The oath of God
cannot be broken, and therefore this declaration is of the utmost
importance. In Isaiah 60:21 we are assured “they shall inherit the
land for ever.” The return of the people of Israel to “the
glorious land” will not be an intrusion; they have by the fiat of God
a greater right to their boundaries than any other nation on earth.
Jeremiah, in chapters 30 and 31 foresaw the restoration of the chosen
race to the promised land in unbelief. It would be a wonderful
restoration, so much so that no longer should they regard the exodus
from Egypt as God’s greatest work for them, for it would be surpassed by
the wonderful way in which He should bring them “from the land of the
north, and from all the lands whither He had driven them.” Jeremiah
16:21. No unprejudiced mind can study the meaning of those words without
realising there is yet to be accomplished for God’s people a wonderful
restoration to their own land. Amos concludes his prophecy with the
declaration that God’s people shall be planted in their own country and
shall no more be pulled up. 3 It is evidently yet to be. If words
have any meaning, if the Bible is entitled to the least respect, then we
are facing developments of the greatest importance. Let it be noted
these promises have nothing to do with the Church. Too many of our
commentators have the tendency to heap all the blessings of the Jew upon
the Church, and slip all the curses back upon the chosen race.

In Ezekiel 37, by the interesting parable of the two sticks, we are
assured that the lost tribes will be re-united with those whose
ancestors were left in Jerusalem at the time of the revolt under
Jeroboam. It is fervently believed by many that that re-union is now
taking place in Palestine, but that is not a matter upon which the
writer is able to express an opinion. But that re-union will take place
in the land there can be no doubt.

The Old Testament is so full of these prophetic utterances that the
difficulty is one of selection, but Hosea 3:4,5 cannot be overlooked:
“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a king, and
without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and without an image, and
without an ephod or teraphim.” How literally that has been fulfilled.
It is the condition of Israel to-day. But notice the next verse:
“Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the Lord
their God, and David their king; and shall fear the Lord and His
goodness in the latter days.” The writer extends a friendly challenge,
with all deference, to any minister who reads this book, to preach a
sermon on expository lines, on this text. It may fairly be claimed that
a true exegesis will compel him to preach a coming restoration of God’s
chosen race in their own land. Nothing is plainer today than that the
most religious nation on the face of the earth is also exercising the
least religious influence, as Hosea declared. Nothing is more certain
than that spiritual and political ineffectiveness must come to an end.

Consider now the advent of Christ as foreshadowed in the Old Testament.
Our Lord declared He was in the Old Testament “they are they that
testify of Me” 4 and if the critics say He is not, so much the
worse for the critics! He is anticipated as a Suffering Servant in
Isaiah 53 and typified in the sacrifice of Isaac and certainly in the
Passover. The Jews were blind to that side of the picture. He is also
portrayed as a Reigning King; in Isaiah 9 as “Prince of peace”
with “the government … upon his shoulder.” Joseph in Egypt 5 may
stand as a type of Christ reigning and ruling. This aspect gripped the
minds of those who longed for Messiah. Our Lord was asked by His
disciples “Wilt Thou at this time restore the kingdom to
Israel?” 6 The question was not condemned as being a
misconception, but they had to be content with the reply “It is not
for you to know the times and seasons, which the Father has put in His
own power.” And since these words were uttered after our Lord was
raised from the dead there will be none to question the authority and
knowledge possessed by Him, neither can there be any doubt that, if the
disciples had entirely misconceived the situation, the Master would at
once have corrected their ideas, for the moment was vital for the
future.

This then is the position. The prophecies of the Suffering Messiah have
been fulfilled, the prophecies of the Reigning King have not. 7 The
Jews were so certain of the Crown that they refused Him on the Cross.
What mistake are we making today? Nothing is more certain than that
every word both as to suffering and reigning will be fulfilled.

All this fits in with New Testament history. St. Luke tells us our Lord
came to Nazareth to the synagogue 8 and read from the prophet Isaiah
at what we know as chapter 61. He found the place where it is written,
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because He hath anointed me to
preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent me to heal the broken
hearted, to preach deliverance to the captives and the recovering of
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to preach
the acceptable year of the Lord.” No wonder “the eyes of all them
that were in the synagogue were fastened on Him” for He was declaring
Himself Messiah as he added “This day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears.” And it was the acceptable year of the Lord if they would
receive Him as the promised Messiah, but without a doubt “it was the
day of vengeance of our God” if they would not. So He proclaimed
“the acceptable year of the Lord” and closed the book, giving
them, if they would, the opportunity of blotting out for ever “the
day of vengeance of our God,” but they were blinded by their
unbelief. Instead of rising to acclaim Him Messiah, they quibbled “Is
not this Joseph’s son?” Just as so many today divest Him of His Deity
and regard Him as merely “good.”

Another opportunity was given when our Lord entered Jerusalem on Palm
Sunday, fulfilling the prophecy of Zachariah 9:9. The Pharisees who knew
the Messianic significance of the prophecy desired Jesus to rebuke His
disciples. They believed Messiah should so come, but they would not have
HIM for Messiah. It must at least be said for them that they did believe
the prophets as to the coming of a personal Messiah. Rejected again it
is no wonder that our Lord wept over Jerusalem. 9 He knew it meant
“the day of vengeance” and He saw the terrible results as He looked down
the vista of the years. What emotions must have swirled within His
breast as He saw the purpose of God in conflict with the sin of man! The
house was left desolate and they should not see Him henceforth until -!
He did not say they would not see Him again, but not until -. Are those
who rejected Him to see Him again? When they shall say “Blessed is He
that cometh in the name of the Lord.”

All too briefly we have reviewed the history of Israel, the Old
Testament prophecy of Israel, the Old Testament prophecy of Messiah and
the New Testament record of the Lord in its relevant parts. We can now
proceed to sum up. Israel will return to the land in unbelief. As we
observed in chapter 2, they will welcome Antichrist as false Messiah.
The ancient worship will be restored and the temple, as prophesied by
Ezekiel, will be re-built. But the prosperity of the people in the land
will provoke the envy of Antichrist, the treaty under which they have
had protection will be broken Daniel 9:7, and then there will be a time
of dire persecution such as they have never known. Jeremiah 30:7
declares, “Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it: it
is even the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall be saved out of it.”
Daniel 12:1 declares “for there shall be a time of trouble, such as
never was since there was a nation even to that same time: and at that
time thy people shall be delivered, everyone that shall be found written
in the book.” Our Lord declares, Matthew 24:21,22, “For then shall be
great tribulation such as was not since the beginning of the world to
this time, no nor ever shall be. And except those days be shortened,
there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days
shall be shortened.” In each case it is a tribulation known neither
before nor since: hence it is reasonable to suppose that all three refer
to the same event. The deliverance to which they refer is unmistakable,
for immediately after the tribulation of those days “shall appear the
sign of the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and
great glory.” 10

The tribulation under Antichrist will be ended by the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ and His Hosts. Israel will recognise her Lord, the prophecy
of Zechariah 12:10 being fulfilled: “And they shall look upon me whom
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in
bitterness for his firstborn.” That will be the beginning of
nationhood again, for “After this I will return, and build again the
house of David, which is fallen down: and I will build again the ruins
thereof, and I will set it up.” Acts 15:16.

Are there any indications that this is the end to which God is working?
Palestine is free from the Turk. That is certainly a step towards it.
Jerusalem is to be trodden down of the Gentiles until the time of the
Gentiles be fulfilled. There is ground for the belief that the time is
running out. The Jews are returning to their own land. In 1923 there
were 7,294 immigrants, in 1924 13,553. The latest official census
estimates on September 1st, 1926 a population of 158,000 Jews:
almost one in six of the total inhabitants.

Now learn a parable of the fig tree, said our Lord. “When its branch
is tender, and putteth forth leaves, ye know that summer is nigh: so
likewise ye, when ye shall see all these things, know that He is near,
even at the doors.” 11 We believe our Lord, and by the grace of the
Spirit we will learn the parable so rich in its teaching. The branch is
tender, the leaves are beginning to appear, and we wait for the world’s
SUMMER TIME. May it come soon, for the winter has been dreary and long!
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5. The Coming King

Behold He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him and they also
that pierced Him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of
Him. Even so, Amen

Revelation 1:7

In previous chapters we have considered the coming of the Lord Jesus in
relation to His redeemed people, the Church; and in relation to His
chosen people, the children of Israel. His coming will be no less vital
to the great Gentile world. We are living in “the times of the
Gentiles.” From the day that Nebuchadnezzar took Zedekiah and his
people from Jerusalem 1 to Babylon, the Gentiles have been
predominant. But the day of the Gentile is to have an end when “the
times of the Gentiles” are fulfilled. 2

No less is this man’s day. God manifested in the flesh has been
rejected, the whole basis of Divine Government has been refused. With
the cry “We will not have this man to reign over us” 3 man
rebelled against his lawful King. Man’s day began in the Garden of
Eden, 4 it was prolonged by his rejection of the Lord Jesus. But
man’s day too is coming to an end. There is to be a “Day of the
Lord” 5 attested by prophets and apostles, indubitably asserted by
our Lord Himself. 6 Man is busy heaping up iniquity, filling his cup
of sin and woe, vainly striving to bring order out of the chaos of his
own making. He is so blinded to his own pitiable condition as a rebel
against the will of God that he vainly supposes his civilisation and
surface culture are evidences of advance, while he is oblivious to the
fact that sin still holds him in chains. While man persists in his
delusion the hand of destiny pursues its course until the midnight hour
shall strike!

Let us imagine the world without a single disciple of the Lord Jesus
Christ in it. The religious folk left behind will certainly be quite at
home with the world. Their adulation of civilisation and culture will be
still unrestrained, and perhaps even then there will be some amongst the
ranks of the ordained who will be boldly declaring the best is yet to
be. But there will be no disturbing of the world conscience. It was once
my privilege to listen to a lady as she expressed her appreciation of a
notable Scottish preacher. She assured me that she always enjoyed his
preaching because it never disturbed her. Whether the preacher himself
would appreciate the compliment is doubtful, but preaching that does not
disturb the conscience of individuals or nations will be the feature of
the pulpit. Sin will be without restraint. The Scriptures will probably
be without any appeal and few indeed will heed them to profit. 7
Business will flourish, and at first there will be nothing to interrupt
international harmony. Men will probably feel that at long last a better
day has dawned. How soon they will be delivered from such a delusion!

In Daniel 2 we have the record of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and Daniel’s
interpretation of it. 8 The image was a symbol of Gentile dominion
until that time when the stone carved out without hands should strike
the feet of the image and it should crash to the ground. The toes of the
image were representative of ten kings, and Daniel declared “In the
days of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which shall
never be destroyed.” 9 The toes symbolised the last phase of
Gentile dominion to come to an end, evidently, by some dramatic
collapse. The stone does not symbolise the first advent of the Lord
Jesus Christ, for no empires were overthrown at His coming, nor was the
Roman Empire in two, much less in ten parts. What if that stone has yet
to smash the world government of Gentile domination?

In Revelation 17:12, the ten horns symbolise ten kings who are to
“receive authority with the Beast.” The Beast is Antichrist, and the
ten kings are doubtless the same as symbolised by the ten toes of
Daniel’s image.

In all probability the last phase of Gentile dominion will see a
revival, in some form, of the Roman Empire. If in the past such an idea
has seemed an idle speculation, we know today it is the cherished
ambition of the most remarkable statesman in European politics. Signor
Mussolini is arousing Italy to a great conception of its place as the
heart of the Roman Empire. He is warning his countrymen that England and
France are dying nations, and that the future is with Italy. Seldom
indeed is he reported in the English press without a reference to his
ideal of a far-flung empire. Great Britain, with her huge interests in
the Mediterranean, is fully alive to the significance of his aims. What
has been so remarkably mirrored in Scripture is being moulded in our
generation.

The ten kings, with one consent, confer their authority on Antichrist.
He will have supreme power. As we have already seen, it will be under
his aegis that the chosen race will be united in the “the pleasant
land.” 10 The covenant of seven years which Antichrist will, in
all probability, make with God’s people will be broken half way through
that period, 11 and under Antichrist the Gentile kings will lead
their armies against Jerusalem. It will be a huge army at the command of
Antichrist, and suggests a correspondingly strong defence on the part of
Israel. In the valley of Megiddo the armies of Antichrist will be
gathered ready for the march on Jerusalem. It will be a terrible siege,
and God’s people will experience a time of tribulation which will indeed
be “Jacob’s Trouble.” 12 It will not be until the moment of their
final extremity that the Lord Jesus Christ will come to the aid of the
people of His love. But that He will come we may be sure. With minute
topographical detail, allowing of no misunderstanding, Zechariah
declares in chapter 14 verse 4, “And His feet shall stand in that day
upon the mount of Olives which is before Jerusalem on the east, and the
mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof toward the east and
toward the west, and there shall be a very great valley; and half the
mountain shall remove toward the north, and half of it toward the
south.”

On that day when the Lord comes to reign over the earth “every eye
shall see Him.” 13 Some years ago I was much impressed by a speech
in which the truth of the second coming was vehemently discounted. In
particular, it was urged how impossible it would be for every eye to see
Him. Many have felt that difficulty, doubtless, and in this matter our
faith is soon straightened. But in “The Times of January 8th,
1927, there was a report of a telephonic message from New York by
wireless, in which the speaker said “Yesterday we signalled: today we
speak: tomorrow we shall see. What now shall separate us? Is the day too
far off to foresee when airships and aeroplanes and radio shall make of
the whole earth but one place and when, by the miracle of wireless
telephony and television, the Commonwealth of nations shall take counsel
together – Homeland and Dominions and Colonies – over a table as wide as
the world, brought face to face in sound and sight over all the great
oceans between?” The declaration that every eye shall see Him can no
longer be scouted. Have we wisdom, divinely inspired, to believe that in
like manner every impossibility conjured up by our minds will be
exploded?

It will certainly be a wonderful “Day of the Lord,” 14 as Gentile
armies are scattered before Him, and the house of Israel is reconciled
to Him. There may be some anticipation of the events of that day in the
entry of our Lord into Jerusalem on the foal of an ass. The evangelists
seem to have been impressed in different ways with the reception
accorded to Him. Matthew tells us that those who went before hailed Him.
Luke says those who came after hailed Him. Mark declares that both those
that went before and those that came after hailed Him. John sees only
those who came out of the city to praise Him. As our Lord comes to
Jerusalem on this great day of triumph, the Old Testament saints who
went before and the New testament saints who came after Him will be
praising Him, for when He comes He will come with all His saints. 15
And the chosen people, broken, persecuted, afflicted, will welcome Him
with a joy beyond words to describe. 16

It will be the commencement of a glorious era. Satan will be bound 17
and Antichrist destroyed, 18 and the Lord Jesus will be the
unquestioned ruler in the world He died to redeem. 19

But we who rejoice in the hope of this great consummation must remind
ourselves on our knees that it will be a day of great sorrow, a day of
terrible judgment for those who have rejected Christ. When this great
truth of His Coming bursts into flame in the heart, the same light, that
brightens our hope, also reveals the darkness of the abyss into which
the world is crashing. “Is it nothing to all ye that pass by?” 20
Solemnly must we resolve that, at any cost, and every cost, men must be
warned. There can be no trifling with such an awful judgment facing the
world. Let us think of those about us, let us to our knees and then with
a deepened passion for souls let us be faithful watchmen that their
blood be not upon our heads. If only the professing Church were
impassioned with such a message and such a spirit the world might
believe it!
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6. The Millenium

The Christ, Whom the heavens must receive until the times of the
restitution of all things

Acts 3:21

Looming up before the enlightened and instructed eye of God’s people is
the time of restitution 1 of all things. It has been a long week of
sorrow, pain, travail and weariness, but the Sabbath rest 2 is near.
The Church, confident in the promises of her Lord, looks forward to the
glorious era, clearly and plainly described in Holy Writ. 3 What the
Church anticipates with such certainty, the world gropes for, and by
every ingenuity seeks to obtain by its own powers. The world wants rest,
but every device to secure it emphasises its restlessness.

In Revelation 20 the period of the era is declared to be 1,000 years.
The length of time is not so important as the establishment of the fact
that the truth of Christ’s glorious reign on earth does not depend upon
one passage of Scripture. It is a sober truth to say that the Scriptures
abound with predictions of the world’s great day of Sabbath rest.

It will be ushered in by the manifest appearing of the Lord Jesus
Christ. 4 It will certainly never be achieved before His coming. The
signs of His coming never included a period of rest and tranquillity but
wars and rumours of wars, famines, earthquakes and pestilences. 5 The
Apostles were sure that in the last days there should be perilous times
with the love of many waxing cold. Zechariah 14:4 declared that the Lord
should be King after He had come to Olivet. That he was not referring to
the advent in humility is clear from the fact that then He came before
the siege of Jerusalem, whereas in the chapter in Zechariah He is
described as coming after it.

Many people seem to have a remarkable confidence in the teaching of the
parable of the mustard seed recorded in Matthew 13. There it would seem
to be clear that the kingdom is to flourish and increase. The true
exegesis, however, requires that one should consider the relation of the
birds to the seed. Any gardener knows that the birds are the enemies of
the seed. The Gospel seed is sown, the institutional Church develops out
of it, and within it will be found those who are really enemies to the
truth. This exegesis is confirmed by the succeeding parable of the
leaven in three measures of meal. Three is the number of perfection,
leaven throughout Scripture typifies evil, the woman may not altogether
be unrelated to the Harlot of Revelation. However that may be, the
unmistakable lesson is pointed: the Gospel Church is to suffer
corruption. A careful study of the six parables of Matthew 13, three
given outside the house to the multitude, and three inside the house to
the disciples, will shew that in the first three 6 our Lord is
describing the development of organised Christianity, and in the latter
three 7 the true Church of the redeemed.

St.Peter, right in the Penticostal era, declared “The heavens must
receive Him until -.” The heavens have received Him, but not for
ever; only “until the times of the restitution of all things.” The
“times of refreshing.” 8 One finds it very difficult to
understand the mentality of professing Christians who so vehemently
object to any teaching that the Lord Jesus Christ is to appear
personally again on the earth. Why do they not want to see Him? Love
always desires to see the object of its affections, and it should be the
most natural desire of every Christian to see His Lord. Nothing is more
clearly intimated in Scripture than that the Golden Age for which ye
yearn will come after the appearing of the Lord to every eye. It will
never come by human ingenuity and organisation.

It cannot come before Satan is bound. No Golden Age is possible while
Satan is free to fetter and deceive the human heart. In all the schemes
for world brotherhood, permanent international peace, industrial
conciliation, the existence of the Devil is ignored. The world today is
dominated by the Satanic power, “The god of this world” 9 is
blinding the eyes of men to the truth of the Cross and to the truth of
his own existence. Nothing is more remarkable than the disbelief, even
amongst ministers, of the personal existence of the Devil. Yet his
handiwork is world-wide for those who have eyes to see! There is no
human instrument, however carefully devised, no peace movement, however
zealously espoused, that can secure permanent results while Satan is
free. Of the will to peace there can be little doubt, but as to the way
of peace there is utter confusion. Until the god of this world is
destroyed there will never be peace. This fact indicates to the Church
its duty in these days. One only can triumph over Satan, and that One is
the Lord Jesus Christ. He has triumphed over the powers of evil in His
Cross. He has made peace by the only way it can be made, “By the blood
of His Cross.” 10 Let the Church hold fast to the Cross, pleading
with all men everywhere to accept salvation that is in Christ, and in
Christ only, and it will render a great service to the world about it.

The fact that the millennial period succeeds the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ disposes of the illusion that His coming will mean the end
of the world. So far from being a time of destruction it will be a time
of restitution and re-construction. Many difficulties arise, of course,
which cannot adequately be met. There are provoking questions clamouring
for answers, which cannot be given, but the general outline of this time
of renewal and regeneration is clear.

There is much told us concerning the position of the Redeemed and
Glorious Church in the Millennium. In Revelation we are told that the
saints shall reign on the earth and they will reign with Him. In Matthew
19 we have the promise of our Lord to His disciples “Verily I say unto
you, that ye who have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of
Man shall sit in the throne of His glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” So the faithful use of
the talents entrusted to the servants eventuates in rulership over
cities. St. Paul enquires of the Corinthians if they are aware that the
saints shall judge the world and the angels. 11 There is much in
Scripture to suggest that the Redeemed have not seen the last of the
earth. Too much of the future has been relegated to the mists of an
ephemeral sphere, and in the descriptions of the eternal state there has
been no little evidence of an unworthy sentimentality. When our Lord
declared “Blessed are the meek; for they shall inherit the
earth,” 12 He meant what He said, and we may be sure His words
will be confirmed in experience during the millennial reign. The
post-resurrection body of our Lord 13 is probably the pattern of the
bodies of the saints during this period, capable of adaptation to human
conditions, yet with added powers suggesting wonderful ministries and
experiences.

There is no need to hold the idea that death is the end, much less that
it is the entrance into a state of aimless occupation. When we read the
Scriptures we find there is something else in the future beside the
playing of harps. The saints of God shall see Christ crowned in the
place where He was crucified, rejoicing with Him where He and they
suffered. The once-crippled shall leap where they limped, the once-blind
shall see the scenes amidst which they groped, the once-deaf shall hear
the songs of the birds. This is a prospect we may indulge. It is a
robust conception of the future which men may well feel is no
degradation of their manliness. Christians who refuse the assurance of
the Scriptures must derive what cold comfort they may from their
speculations, but the child of God who believes the word will surely
indulge the hope that he may not see corruption, but this mortal,
putting on immortality, he may enter into the glorious age of the reign
on earth of the King of kings.

Israel will have a definite place and service in the millennial period.
United in the land, the promise to Abram in Genesis 15:18, will be
literally fulfilled. At long last the boundaries there defined will be
the measure of her territory. The temple will be rebuilt as prophesied
in Ezekiel 43. The dimensions are perplexing but they are not
impossible, while it is by no means certain we are working out our
calculations on the correct basis. That it will be rebuilt, we may be
sure. The Dead Sea will be revived from the Mediterranean, as so
graphically described in Ezekiel 47. It will be the task of Israel to
take the message of the kingdom to the heathen. The Church is now doing
as well as she may what the chosen race will accomplish with greater
success. After the reconciliation with Messiah, the people of Israel,
one with occident and orient, the premier linguists of the world, with a
knowledge of the human family shared to the same extent by no other
race, will go forth to proclaim Messiah’s kingdom, and we may well
believe the message will evoke a wonderful response. David’s Throne will
be re-established as Hosea predicts: “Afterward shall the children of
Israel return, and seek the Lord their God, and David their king shall
fear the Lord and His goodness in the latter days.” 14

The heathen nations, the great Gentile races, will not be lost sight of
during that glorious era. With a noble gallantry the Christian Church is
doing its utmost to evangelise the heathen. Our Missionary Societies are
overburdened with demands that can never be met, and yet there are more
heathen now in the world than when Carey first landed in India. But
there is to be a great revival when the Lord is King over all the earth.
The second part of Joel’s prophecy in chapter 2 verse 28 will be
fulfilled and, in the words of Isaiah, “the Lord God will cause
righteousness and peace to spring forth before all the
nations.” 15 Great blessings will attend the Gentile races through
the reconciliation of the children of Israel with their Messiah. St.
Paul in the eleventh chapter of Romans, shews how the fall of Israel has
resulted in salvation to the Gentiles. Israel rejected Messiah, and she
herself has been rejected. Through her rejection the Gentiles have had
the blessing of salvation. But Israel is to be restored. “Now if the
fall of them is the riches of the world, and the diminishing of them the
riches of the Gentiles, how much more their fulness? For if the casting
away of them is the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving
of them be, but life from the dead?” When is that receiving to be? When
they look upon Him Whom they have pierced, and that is at His manifested
coming in glory with His saints. Resting in this hope, therefore, the
Church anticipates the time when through the instrumentality of Israel
“the whole earth shall be filled with the glory of the knowledge of the
Lord as the waters cover the sea.” 16

During the millennial reign the world of nature will be renewed.
Inanimate nature will respond: “Instead of the thorn shall come up the
fir tree, and instead of the briar shall come up the myrtle
tree.” 17 St. Paul saw “the whole creation” 18 groaning
under the curse. That curse will be removed at His appearing, for that
is the time of the full redemption. The animal world, no less, will
share in the blessing. It is now at enmity through man’s sin, but in
that day the wolf and the lamb shall lie down together. 19

Then indeed the world will have peace, for “the government shall be
upon His shoulder.” 20 No corruption then, no bribery, no secret
control of vested interests. How debased government has become may be
seen even in England, where there is not a single political party with
courage sufficient to tackle the terrible evil of an annual Drink Bill
which is draining the economic life of the country. While the great
industries are unable to pay dividends, brewers maintain their
prosperity, and yet no government has the courage to save the nation
from the economic and moral ruin which is involved. But in that day the
government will be upon His shoulder and the long centuries of
corruption will be over.

All this fits in with our deepest desire and one wonders why such a
conception is resented, until one sees that it banishes all the schemes
of men and leaves no place for the indulgence of human pride. Man wants
a new world, but if he cannot build it himself he prefers the one he has
got. Rather than accept it as a gift from God, he would wallow on in sin
and misery. He has planned his tower of Babel which shall be a monument
to his ingenuity, intrepidity and enterprise, but it can never be by
human effort, for “The zeal of the Lord shall perform this.” 21

When will the masses, when will the ministers of religion learn that the
key to life’s complexity is the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ, Whom
the heavens must receive – not for ever – but “until the times of the
restitution of all things. May those times of refreshing speedily come
“from the presence of the Lord”!


	1

	Acts 3:21



	2

	Psalm 132:13-14, Hebrews chapter 4



	3

	Isaiah 11:1-12



	4

	Matthew 26:64



	5

	Matthew 24:6-13



	6

	Sower v.24, Mustard seed v.31, Leaven v.33



	7

	Hidden treasure v.44, Pearl merchant v.45, Dragnet v.47



	8

	Acts 3:19-21



	9

	2 Corinthians 4:4



	10

	Colossians 1:20



	11

	1 Corinthians 6:2-3



	12

	Matthew 5:5



	13

	Luke 24:26-43



	14

	Hosea 3:4-5



	15

	Isaiah 61:5 & 11



	16

	Isaiah 11:9b



	17

	Isaiah 55:13



	18

	Romans 8:22



	19

	Isaiah 65:25



	20

	Isaiah 9:6



	21

	Isaiah 9:7









          

      

      

    

  

    
      
          
            
  
7. The Judgment Seat of Christ

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that
everyone may receive the things done in his body, according to that he
hath done, whether it be good or bad

2 Corinthians 5:10

The judgments of Scripture are both interesting and important. In the
New Testament three, what may be called, major judgments are indicated.
They are the judgment seat of Christ for believers only, the judgment of
the living nations, so graphically described by our Lord in St.
Matthew’s gospel, and the judgment of the Great White Throne for the
wicked dead.

In the verse above, the word “we” undoubtedly refers to Christians. The
Epistle is addressed to believers, and elsewhere in it the “we” always
refers to them. This judgment then, is for believers only.

For the believer there are what may be termed three personal judgments.
The first is at Calvary. The cross reveals to man his sin, by the Holy
Spirit it brings conviction and the realisation of condemnation. He
acknowledges that condemnation to be just. By faith he sees that the
Cross that condemns him also rescues him from judgment and thereby he
enters into the joys of reconciliation. “Verily I say unto you, he that
heareth my word and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting
life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death
unto life.” John 5:24. Through faith in Christ the believer passes
finally from the judgment of condemnation, from death unto life.

The second judgment for the believer is indicated by St. Paul in his
first letter to the Corinthians 11:32 “But when we are judged, we are
chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.”
That is a daily and hourly ministry of the Holy Spirit whereby we are
rebuked and exhorted and so separated from the world. He reveals things
in us that grieve Him, the things in us which are lacking in full
obedience, and where His judgment is accepted without hesitation it
eventuates in complete separation from the world, and therefore
deliverance from condemnation with the world.

The third judgment is still future at the judgment seat of Christ. The
Corinthians understood by this judgment something akin to the umpire’s
stand at the festivals. There it was that, after the contests, the
victors repaired to receive the laurel wreaths so dearly prized. None of
the contestants was, by his participation, dishonoured before the
umpire’s stand, but for the victors there were rich rewards. God has His
rewards for His people and at the judgment seat of Christ they will be
conferred. “Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give
everyone according as his work shall be.” Revelation 22:12.

There would seem to be sufficient ground for the belief that this
judgment seat of Christ will be set in the heavenlies immediately after
the rapture, and before the Lord comes with His saints in visible glory.
The saints are to share with the Lord in the judgment of the world, and
therefore one may assume that their rewards will already have been
indicated. Indeed, for some, part of the reward will be thrones of
administration on the earth. While, therefore, the world is passing
through the great tribulation under Antichrist, the Church will be
before the tribunal of its Lord for reward.

Our Lord had much to say upon rewards for faithful service. The pulpits
of to-day are almost silent upon a subject so frequently in His
thoughts. The only rewards men understand are material and financial,
originating and ending in this life. To so many the rewards yet to be
are evanescent, but to our Lord and His apostles they were very real.
They are part of the invisible stimulus without which there is no
sufficient explanation of the wonderful enterprise and energy of the
early Church. Certainly, in the New Testament there are, at least, seven
specific rewards. Two are mentioned by our Lord, and five by the
apostles.

The reward of Faithful Stewardship is assured in the parable of the
nobleman who left talents with his servants, recorded in Luke 19:12. He
went away to receive for himself a kingdom and having received it he
returned. The stewards who had rendered faithful service were rewarded,
in the ratio of responsibility exercised, with the rulership of cities.
The talents left with the stewards gave them power, and it was the
exercise of that power in the supreme interests of the coming King that
clearly proved their ability to be rulers over cities in His kingdom.
Many and varied are the talents the absent King has left with His
children. Health, wealth, education, leisure, and sometimes exceptional
powers of song and speech, are testing the loyalty of His people, while
He delays His return. It is a difficult task to keep wealth so
completely at the disposal and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, that it
never becomes a medium for one’s own personal satisfactions. Not more
easily does one keep a gift of voice entirely at the disposal of the
Lord without pride in oneself or disdain of others. For the discharge of
faithful service it is necessary we obliterate the sense of superiority
over our fellows by remembering our highest place is low at His feet. It
is clear that it is consummate folly to long for wealth or to envy the
man of great capacities. Each bears a terrible responsibility to be
realised to the full only on that day when the King returns.

Our Lord also mentions the Reward for Open Confession. “Whosoever
shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of Man confess before the
angels of God.” 1 This is man’s day and not God’s day. It is the
day in which Christ is despised and rejected. Men pay lip service to Him
as a good man, but they will not have Him as Saviour and Lord. The man
who stands out boldly for the Lord Jesus Christ must endure unpopularity
if nothing worse. But those who make their testimony faithfully in the
day of His rejection will receive an abundant reward in the day of His
glorious appearing. When Absalom rebelled against David and the latter
was compelled to leave Jerusalem there was a company of loyal people who
went with him. They were the faithful followers who endured hardship and
privation with the king, 2 but who returned with great joy with him
in the day of victory. The Church of the Lord Jesus Christ is a pilgrim
and stranger in a land that is hostile to its Redeemer, but in the day
of His glory it will be graciously rewarded. In that day the men and
women who have made their testimony in workshop and office, in family
and social circles, who have borne His despisings, will share in His
honour and triumph; such will be confessed by the Son before the angels
of God. Only those who make the effort know the pain of an unequivocal
witness to the Lord Jesus Christ. The uncompromising life of absolute
separation from the world and complete surrender to Him is a path of
Calvary. But the reward is commensurate with the price, and whatever
they have suffered will be forgotten in that day when He honours his
faithful witnesses before the angels of God.

The apostles speak of rewards under the symbols of crowns. The laurel
crowns at the festivals doubtless suggested the figure, and it is
obvious they are most appropriate. It is perhaps unnecessary to add that
the believer is not anticipating a literal crown or diadem of gold or
precious stones. Even if he were, he could not logically be despised.
Crowns and coronets are still the object of ambition. The huge funds of
some political parties even in this country are adequate testimony to
the price men will pay for the empty honours of the world. The rewards
for the believer are not of that character; they are abiding and
satisfying.

In his epistle St. James speaks of “the crown of Life.” The gift of
eternal life is assured to every believer, but this crown of life is
evidently a super-added joy beyond our present understanding. “Blessed
is the man that endureth temptation (or trial) for when he is tried, he
shall receive the crown of life.” 3 To the church at Smyrna
(Revelation 2:10) the promise is given “Be thou faithful unto death and
I will give thee a crown of life.” The crown of life is the reward for
loyalty amidst difficulty. What cheer the prospect of such a crown
brings can only be understood as one grasps the circumstances in which
many are compelled to make their Christian witness. There are still
stalwarts for Christ who are prepared to and do lose their employment
for His sake. Loyalty to Christ for a husband may mean incessant gibes
of an unsympathetic wife, while many a woman feels life would have a new
radiance if her husband shared her joys in the Lord. So easily is it
forgotten how hard is the pilgrim way for many of God’s children. Yet
those who are called to suffer in this way have set before them a great
prize. If patience has its perfect work and the testimony is made at all
costs – even unto death – then the crown of life at His pierced hand
will be sufficient reward for all the present suffering. The most
coveted honour for a soldier or sailor is the Victoria Cross, but it is
never won except at a hazard, a risk of death.

St. Peter mentions “the crown of glory.” He is speaking to the
elders and leaders in the Church: “When the chief Shepherd shall
appear, ye shall receive a crown of Glory that shall not fade
away.” 4 This is a reward for Christian leaders, but it is easily
missed. The oversight of the flock must not be for base gain. Work for
God must be without any selfish motive or the crown will slip from the
hand. There must be no attempt to “lord it over the portions” 5
but in everything there must be leadership for the sake of the flock and
for the glory of the Chief Shepherd. 6 How much this needs to be
taken to heart!

St. Paul knew how subtle was the temptation, and he knew too how
searching would be the test of Christian service. It was possible to
have the right foundation, Jesus Christ, and yet to build upon a solid
base a superficial structure of wood, hay or stubble. The day should
declare it when the fire would consume all that was not solid, while the
worker should himself be saved “yet so as by fire.” 7 The crown
of glory will be a wonderful reward, but it is secured only by the
severest discipline and the continual cleansing of the deep unseen
motives of the heart.

St.Paul assures Timothy that there is a Crown of Righteousness and it
is “for all those who love His appearing.” 8 Such an attitude
will not be characteristic of all God’s children. It is not easy to
hold, in simple faith in the revealed word of God, the assurance that
the Lord is coming again. For this reason there is a crown for those who
do hold tenaciously to the truth as it is revealed. How apt is the
reward! “Every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself.” 9 Nothing cleanses and purifies the life of the believer
as the daily consciousness that the Lord is coming again. When that
truth takes practical hold in the life it becomes a mighty power for
fellowship and implicit obedience to the will of the Lord Jesus Christ:
it makes for righteousness. If one believes He is coming for His Church,
to take it out of the world, then one finds that conviction abundant
reason for keeping oneself “unspotted from the world.” 10

To the Corinthians St. Paul spoke of “The Incorruptible
Crown.” 11 To secure the garland in the games the strictest
training was necessary. Diet was closely watched, exercises for bodily
development were daily observed and the whole man kept under strict
self-control. The crowds going to witness the contests might eat and
drink as they would, but those out to gain the victory had to exercise
the strictest discipline if they would win the prize. The Incorruptible
Crown is the reward of all those who have made Christ their one end in
life. Many Christians live quite carelessly; they see no harm in so much
that the world enjoys. The dance, the whist-drive are pleasures for them
as for the worldling. It is not for one to judge another, but those who
are pressing toward the mark of the high calling of God in Jesus Christ
will need to bring everything in submission to His will and to permit
nothing in the life that grieves the Spirit. A gentleman once
remonstrated with the writer for criticising the dance and the drive. He
declared the Spirit of God gave him perfect liberty in attending these
functions and enjoying them. “Then” was the reply, “it is remarkable
that the Spirit of God never inclines your heart to the prayer meeting.”
In a provincial church the preacher told the little handful of people,
that were all that was left to carry on the worship of God in a fine
cathedral-like structure, that the people who went to prayer meetings
were not the leaders of the dance, neither were the leaders of the dance
ever at prayer meetings. Being a stranger, he suggested that they should
sort themselves out. After the sermon he was severely criticised by some
of his hearers, who justified these diversions on church premises and
declared that the almost empty church was due to so many Jews coming
into the neighbourhood. They seemed oblivious to the fact that the
Gospel was preached “to the Jews first”! 12 Without a doubt these
are some of the things sapping the vitality of the Church to-day.

A close walk with God, a strict obedience to the will of the Holy Spirit
is essential to the prize of the incorruptible crown.

Finally, there is “The Crown of Rejoicing.” St. Paul asks the
Thessalonians “For what is our hope, or joy or crown of
rejoicing?” 13 and forthwith answers his own question, “Are not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming?”
Victorious generals, returning to Rome, brought in their train the
captives secured in their campaigns. These added to their glory and
triumph. The crown of rejoicing is for those who have been eager in
their quest for the salvation of others. Soul winning is not easy work.
Those who have laboured in Sunday-schools, bible classes, workshops, and
factories, in the open-air and on the race-course, know how
disappointing, how painful, much of their effort is. Great sorrows await
the man who has a passion for the souls of others. Apart from criticism,
not merely by the worldling, but by the professing Christian, he must be
ready to see his best efforts unavailing, and those for whom he
sacrifices much rend him with ingratitude and scorn. The path of the
soul-winner is the path of a man of sorrows. But in the moment of deep
disappointment he has a great consolation. Faithful service in
evangelism will not be without its great prize. There awaits the
persistent wooer of the hearts of men the Crown of Rejoicing.

The Christian Church seems to have lost its passion for souls. Preachers
seem content to preach for every other object but the redemption of a
lost world. They are eloquent on the things of the old faith which
cannot now be accepted, they advocate with zeal the trifling things of
the passing day, but the passion for the souls of man would appear to
have perished. Perhaps that passion may revive as we remember the crown
of rejoicing at the Judgment Seat of Christ.
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8. The Judgment of the Living Nations

When the Son of Man shall come in His glory, and all the holy angels
with Him, then shall He sit upon the throne of His glory

Matthew 25:31

It must be clearly understood that the judgment of the nations is not
the judgment of the Great White Throne. That is the judgment at the end
of this present world, this is a judgment at the manifest coming of the
Lord Jesus Christ to the earth. It will be with this judgment that He
will usher in His glorious reign on earth. In this connection it is
interesting to notice that in Matthew 25 only does our Lord ever refer
to Himself as King. 1 The judgment of the Great White Throne takes
place not at the beginning of Christ’s glorious reign on earth, but at
the end (Revelation 20 verse 11). This is a judgment of the living
nations, 2 but the Great White Throne is the tribunal of the wicked
dead. Here destiny is determined by kindness to our Lord’s brethren,
there by the revelation of condemnable deeds. At this judgment there is
a separation of sheep from goats, 3 but all are of one class before
the Great White Throne. It is therefore impossible to regard the two
accounts as referring to the same event. Den Alford in his “Greek
Testament” considered there was but one event, but in later editions of
his commentary he acknowledges a change of view: “I think it proper to
state in this Third Edition that having now entered on the deeper study
of the prophetic portions of the New Testament, I do not feel by any
means that full confidence which once I did in the exegesis here given.”

The more one reflects indeed, the more one is convinced that in spite of
the difficulties, the two occasions must be separated. Two further
considerations would appear to make that conclusion decisive. First let
it be remembered that the Lord Jesus Christ is coming in the air for His
saints. They will be caught up to be for ever with the Lord. 4 They
will appear before the judgment seat of Christ in the heavenlies to
receive their rewards. Afterwards they will come with the Lord to the
earth on the day of His manifest appearing. There can be no further
tribunal before which the saints are to appear. They have received their
rewards before this judgment of the living nations takes place. Secondly
the surprise of everybody before this tribunal is instructive. The sheep
are as surprised as the goats. So surprised, indeed, that they feel
bound to protest that there must have been a mistake. 5 It may, of
course, be a mark of great humility, but there are some things about
which surprise, however humble, would be no virtue. The destiny of the
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ can never be in doubt, nor his final
entrance into the Kingdom a matter of surprise. “We know we have passed
from death unto life” 6; “He that hath the Son hath the
life.” 7 With such assurances surprise would be hypocrisy.
Gratitude there will be on that day, but for the believer no surprise.
“Of them that the Father hath given me, none shall pluck them out of my
hand,” 8 said our Lord, and the soul that is simply trusting in
the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, having the added
witness of the Spirit, knows his standing before God is eternally
assured.

This judgment then, described by our Lord in St. Matthew’s gospel,
provokes serious questions. It is presumed the words were spoken during
the week of the Cross. Many things of importance then would be uttered,
but nothing trivial. We are compelled to the most careful consideration,
and difficulties must be faced.

Let it be remembered that, immediately the Church of the redeemed is
caught up to meet its Lord, the purpose of the Gospel of grace will have
been accomplished. The gospel of salvation through faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ is being proclaimed for the one purpose of calling out from
the world the Church. When the Church is raptured the opportunity of
entrance into the Kingdom through faith in Christ will be gone for ever.
The rapture will mark the end of the gospel era. From that time there
will be no gospel of grace.

After the rapture of the Church, 9 the world will go on with its
business, religion and politics as usual. Antichrist will come to the
zenith of his power, Israel under his patronage will prosper in their
own land. Their prosperity will excite the envy of the nations, who will
gather their armies in the valley of Megiddo and proceed to the
destruction of Jerusalem. The size of Antichrist’s army presupposes
formidable defences on the other side. The struggle will be severe and
Israel will be hard pressed, and would indeed be destroyed by Antichrist
but for the deliverance secured by the glorious appearing of the Son of
Man in the clouds of heaven. Israel will at once be reconciled to
Messiah. But what of the armies? They will be aghast at the remarkable
phenomenon, and as they see the Glorious One on the earth they will
tremble with fear. The nations involved in the struggle around Jerusalem
will be immediately brought to judgment. It will be the judgment of the
living nations, and they will be judged by their treatment of “my
brethren.” 10 Who are our Lord’s brethren? Not the Church, for
they are with Him. Who, if not downtrodden Israel? So will be brought to
pass the prophecy of Joel, “I will also gather all the nations and
bring them down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will plead with them
there for my people and for my heritage Israel, whom they have scattered
among the nations and parted my land.” 11

With this interpretation in his mind let the reader consider the parable
of the Good Samaritan. The lawyer desired to know what he might do “to
inherit eternal life.” 12 Jesus answered by asking for the law
upon the subject “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God … and thy neighbour
as thyself.” “This do and thou shalt live” (e.g. inherit eternal
life), replied our Lord. “But who is my neighbour?” objected the
lawyer. Then in graphic sentences the story of the kindness of the
Samaritan to the man robbed and battered by the roadside was related.
That man, neglected by priest and Levite, is typical of the experience
of the Jew through the centuries. It was far easier to take the part of
the priest and Levite than to take compassion upon the unknown destitute
bruised stranger, almost dead by the roadside. 13 It is impossible to
preach a gospel sermon on faith in the atoning work of the Lord Jesus
Christ from that parable. It is possible to preach that the King in His
glory will judge the nations by their treatment of His chosen race. The
deepest instincts of men are now, and much more through the Great
Tribulation, brought out by the Jew. The quality of nations may be known
today by their treatment of God’s chosen race. At that day it will be
decisive. The promise given to Abram will at last be literally
fulfilled: “I will bless them that bless thee and curse him that
curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be
blessed.” 14 It is easy to see that the dismayed armies, overawed
and dazzled by His appearing, will be aghast, not knowing what may be
the issue. There will be the natural surprise of those who hear the
words “Come, ye blessed”; and the cursed will aver they never
neglected or oppressed Him.

By this judgment, light is thrown on that mysterious verse in John 10.
“And other sheep I have that are not of this fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there shall be one flock and
one shepherd.” What is “this fold” 15 if not the gospel fold.
The Church of the redeemed is “this fold,” but there are other sheep our
Lord has, outside of the gospel fold, whom He must also bring, that
there may be one fold and one Shepherd.

The sheep nations, therefore, come into the Millennial kingdom, not
through their trust in the atoning work of the Lord Jesus Christ, but by
the edict which the King ordains on the authority which is His by virtue
of His Sacrifice at Calvary.

This was doubtless in the mind of our Lord in that peculiar parable in
Matthew 20. Labourers are hired at varying times of the day, and all are
rewarded as agreed with each one. Those who came early felt sure,
however, that at the end they would receive more and they were
disappointed, and murmured against the goodman. What is the final answer
to their contention? “Is it not lawful for me to do what I will with
mine own?” 16 In this dispensation we are received through simple
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. If in some other dispensations He
chooses to open the kingdom (not the church) to others on grounds of His
choosing, shall we not declare the King can do no wrong?
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9. The Judgment of the Great White Throne

And I saw a Great White Throne, and Him that sat on it, from Whose face
the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for
them

Revelation 20:11

The Millennial reign which is to succeed the judgment of the living
nations can be imagined in its broad outline only. 1 Its details are
difficult and, in many respects, impossible to conjecture. Since the
last enemy of all to be destroyed is death, one presumes that death or
translation will operate and, if so, then marriage and birth. Certainly
the period will be characterised by the rule of the rod of iron, that is
to say, inflexible justice and strict obedience. Satan being bound,
human nature will not be provoked. But at the end of 1,000 years Satan
will be loosed out of his prison. He will go forth to deceive the
nations in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog. The binding
and loosing of Satan 2 is mysterious. It may be that the binding is
for the purpose of bringing even Satan to some sort of reflection and,
perchance, submission. The loosing may be for proving him or for
demonstrating that the evil will in him is incorrigible. Whatever the
reasons, he shews himself to be as of old, and liberty is but
opportunity for fomenting Rebellion against the Most High. Nor is he
unsuccessful in the effort. 3 After 1,000 years of peace and
prosperity there are found many who are willing to be deceived and to
enlist under his banner. Once again the fair garden of Eden is wrecked
by the incredible response of man to his deceptions. The armies of Gog
and Magog compass the beloved city, but they are speedily vanquished,
for “fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them.” 4

One fact will be abundantly clear: apart from the grace of God, man is
utterly unable of himself to sustain and maintain any period of peace
and prosperity on the earth. Such a condition was possible when Satan
was bound, it is proved to be utterly impossible when he is at liberty.

Looming up before the Seer appeared the great white throne. How it came
to be he does not say, but it is presented before his gaze to be
forgotten in the contemplation of Him who sits upon it “from Whose face
the heaven and earth fled away.” 5 Since the Father has committed
all judgment to the Son, the identity of the Glorious Being is
established. 6 Not now in the body of humiliation, despised and
rejected of men, but in a glory transcending even the magnificence of
His appearing to the nations. Heaven and earth, the work of His hands,
disappear for ever. Hereafter shall be new heavens and a new earth. The
dead, small and great, stand before God. 7 No trumpet sound has
called them forth. Whence they come the Seer does not say, but he sees
them there. The earth upon which they depended has departed. These are
they whose satisfactions were wholly in time and sense. Lust in its
various forms dominated their passions and satisfied their cravings.
They lived in very truth on the earth and that by which they were
sustained is departed. The source of their satisfaction is gone for
ever. They stand before a throne, having neither altar or blood and
therefore having no hope. It would not seem that any words were spoken
as the books were opened. No argument is needed to bring home
conviction, no advocacy for mercy could be effective. These are the dead
who desired to be judged by their works. The atoning blood was despised,
mercy was declined. They are the dead in body and soul, with all powers
of response to God withered, with every desire for repentance perished!
They are judged according to their works, for the evil they have
knowingly committed. They express no surprise at their condemnation;
they realise its justice all too well. It is well to note this is the
judgment of the unsaved and it is for works done. There is no judgment
here for original sin. There is no condemnation of little children for
not being baptised! We may thank God that there is nothing but eternal
love and mercy for all little children; they are safe in the arms of
Jesus.

At this tribunal nothing is concealed. God has ever been willing to
cover sin adequately. The covering Adam and Eve made for themselves was
superseded by the provision God made for them with skins 8 of
animals. Ever since then God has been in mercy seeking to cover man’s
sin and to save him from its penalties. “I, even I, am He that blotteth
out thy transgressions for mine own sake, and will not remember thy
sin.” 9 Where the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ is refused, there
is no covering for sin. Without that blood no sin can remain concealed.
Many things to-day provide a superficial covering for sin: money,
respectability, hypocrisy, but they are coverings of time only. When the
books are opened in which every man’s record will be inscribed, there
will be but one effectual blotting out: the blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Without that covering, every sin will be manifest.

The Book of Life will be opened! 10 A sign that those before that
dread tribunal could have been saved but they would not. Their destiny
is no hapless fate, no cruel sentence of a vindictive Majesty, but the
choice of their own self will. The Book is opened by the pierced hand of
the One on the Throne. He was the Author of Mercy, He is the final
Judge. There is no weeping, no sighs, no cries, nothing but silence! God
never abandons a soul until that soul has finally abandoned itself.

One would not wish to dwell upon the scene, but it is necessary its
lessons should be learned. Life is a matter of gravest concern: “God
will bring every work into judgment with every secret thought, whether
it be good or whether it be evil.” 11 Unhappily in these days the
pulpit is largely silent on this great fact of judgment. The conviction
is widespread that, if we cease to talk about hell, it will cease to be
a fact. It is the policy of the ostrich! When God declared his coming
judgment on the earth to Noah, the patriarch believed Him. 12 For 120
years, while he was building the ark, he warned men, but nobody believed
him. Scepticism did not keep back the flood! It came because it was
Divinely decreed. The despised ark was the condemnation in the day of
the flood. Every man and woman perishing in the waters could have been
inside had they believed. The atoning work of Christ on Calvary is today
despised; it will yet appear in judgment upon those who reject its
message and grace.

The preacher who keeps back the fact of judgment takes upon himself a
solemn responsibility. It is for every minister, on his knees, to know
the whole counsel of God upon this momentous fact. What shall be said of
the man who is content to ignore the subject and to be silent? It is for
the preacher, by every winning word of love, to plead with the unsaved
that his own conscience may at least be clear of the blood of all
men. 13

If the reader is not yet trusting completely and only in the blood of
the Lord Jesus Christ for salvation, then he or she may be sure that at
that day every word of mercy will rise up in judgment. The example of
godly parents, the pleadings of a faithful teacher, the witness of a
consecrated life in office or workshop, even the testimony of this
little book, all will play their part. They were the avenues of mercy to
woo to Calvary, but despised they become the agonies of judgment for a
lost soul!

“He that despised Moses’ law died without mercy, under two or three
witnesses: of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought
worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing and
hath done despite unto the spirit of grace?” So the writer to the
Hebrews envisaged the solemn responsibilities laid upon us by the Cross.
God grant we may not be insensible to the peril of trampling upon the
love of God in Jesus Christ His Son! 14
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10. The Eternal Glory

And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out
of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband

Revelation 21:2

With the appearance of the Great White Throne and the passing of the
earth and the heaven, time was superseded by eternity. The new earth and
the new heaven emerging out of the “fervent heat” of which Peter
speaks, 1 are subject to another system of time of which we know
nothing. Perhaps it is this and other changes that have left one’s
impressions of the eternal glory so dim and undefined. Heaven had
peculiar attraction for childhood, but having grown up, most conclude
that the only teaching of Scripture on the glory which is to be is that
which claimed the infant fancy and has long since been discarded.
Christendom generally concludes that since death is inevitable heaven
will be a tolerable substitute for losing the joys of the present, but
deep in the heart the anticipation creates little enthusiasm. That
condition of mind was never intended by our Lord for His children. To
the sorrowing disciples, crushed by the intimation that He was leaving
them, He said “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God,
believe also in Me. In My Father’s house are many mansions: if it were
not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you unto
myself, that where I am, there ye may be also.” 2 To our Lord that
seemed comfort and consolation sufficient for the most needy, broken
spirit. He was undoubtedly right, and it is the duty of the Christian to
cultivate the spirit that will draw out the comfort of such a promise.

But the Word of God lifts the cloud that obscures the view of the
eternal glory, and in the measure of humble and simple faith, the Holy
Spirit instructs and enlightens the mind of the seeker. He who meditates
prayerfully and diligently will be rewarded with an understanding of the
inspired page and a view of the final glory which will endure through
every time of distress. Many wounded hearts might be greatly cheered if
they were assured of the glory that is to be. Where the Word of God is
allowed to utter its deepest note there the conviction of the Apostle is
shared, “For I reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not
worthy to be compared with the glory that shall be revealed in
us.” 3

It is obvious at the outset that eternity has a place not only for
heaven but for earth; it is a new heaven and a new earth. In what way
the new heaven will differ from the old we cannot tell. It is a fair
assumption, however, that the present heaven is serving some purpose
even as the present earth, and one may not be far wrong when one
concludes that the present heaven is enjoyed by the children of God who
have already passed from this sphere. Certainly we may think of our
loved ones in Christ as in some condition of individual and conscious
existence. The meeting of Moses and Elijah with our Lord on the Mount of
Transfiguration suggests they had already entered into some condition of
bliss and higher knowledge. They were able to enter in to the mind of
our Lord as the disciples could not. They saw clearly the death of the
Master and the glory that should follow. 4 It is no less certain,
however, that greater experiences await those who are now at rest. The
writer to the Hebrews makes it quite clear that “they without us should
not be made perfect.” 5 There are glories yet to be that they
cannot know until the whole Church is gathered to its Lord. If,
therefore, we suppose them to be in the present heaven we may anticipate
their perfect joy in the new heaven with the whole of God’s children in
Christ. There can of course be no dogmatism in the matter, but it would
appear to be a solution which is not without much to commend it.

Perhaps greater interest centres in the revelation that in the eternal
glory the new earth has an integral part. This present earth is not to
be blasted into space as a thing of temporary value only. It will be
transformed, but not obliterated. There is to be a correspondence
between the new and the old. As far as one can interpret it would appear
that in the new earth there will be no sea. The assertion in Revelation
21:1 has to be taken literally. Everything else in the verse is literal:
it would be peculiar if the last phrase should be symbolical.

The fact that in the eternal glory there is to be both a new heaven and
a new earth requires that the reader of Scripture should be alert to
anything suggestive of either. In Revelation 21:2, we read “And I John
saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” Later in the chapter one
of the angels talked with the Apostle, saying “Come hither, I will shew
thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.” 6 For the purpose of this sight
John declares, “And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and
high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem,
descending out of heaven from God.” It may be, of course, that this
chapter contains two records of one event, but it is not essential to
draw that conclusion. Indeed the differences are of such a character as
to preclude that solution. In the first instance John saw the “new
Jerusalem,” in the second “Jerusalem.” One is the Bride adorned for her
husband, the other is the Bride, the Lamb’s wife. Apparently the Seer
looked up and saw the new Jerusalem coming down: but he was carried away
in the Spirit to a great and high mountain so that he looked down upon
the other Jerusalem beneath him. From his elevated position he could see
the topographical features quite distinctly. 7 No such view of the
new Jerusalem was possible as that which he enjoyed of the second. It is
possible the new Jerusalem never came down so low as to be visible from
any height to which the apostle might have been taken. It would appear
to be an inevitable conclusion, therefore, that, although each is
“Jerusalem,” there is a distinction between the first and the second.
The first, the “new” Jerusalem, the Bride, is undoubtedly the Church in
the heavenlies. The second, Jerusalem, the Lamb’s wife, is restored
Israel, all those entering the kingdom through the millennial age, and
those “sheep” nations who were admitted into the kingdom by reason of
their kindness to His brethren. There are many mansions in the eternal
glory, and those who enter the kingdom through faith in the precious
blood will enjoy a state different from those who enter the kingdom by
the authority which our Lord has in virtue of His Sacrifice.

In the new Jerusalem the tabernacle of God is with men, 8 in
Jerusalem there is no temple. 9 The writer to the Hebrews makes it
very plain in chapter 9 verses 23 and 24, that the furniture of the
Tabernacle was a pattern of the realities in the heavenlies. The various
ornaments were “figures of the true,” and they pointed to the
redeeming efficacy of the work of the Lord Jesus Christ as Priest and
Sacrifice. The symbols now give place to the reality, and a deeper
experience of the presence and fellowship of God accompanies the new
circumstance. The Lord’s Supper, with its wonderful joys and
inspirations, superseded at the moment of His Coming, will be replaced
by the feast in the presence of the King and He will drink it new with
His people in His Father’s Kingdom. 10

May we no less conjecture that the presence of the tabernacle and not
the temple is suggestive. The Tabernacle was for a period of Israel’s
progress and pilgrimage, for the days of adventure and enterprise. We
must not suppose therefore that its presence in the new Jerusalem is
incongruous, but that rather it indicates that in the eternal glory
there will be fresh exploration, larger progress, greater pilgrimages.

The Jerusalem on earth presented a wonderful picture to the Seer. It is
a glorious city with a “light like unto a stone most precious.” Most
people, including the writer, regard this description as symbolical of a
magnificent glory, but not a literal description of the Jerusalem, the
Lamb’s wife. Nevertheless there is some profound message in the symbols
used. Precious stones are really useless. They adorn the person and add
to one’s pride and sense of self importance. They flourish in wealth and
luxury. Gold is man’s curse and has been his undoing. Precious stones
and gold are God’s gifts to men, but in a world of disobedience they
have never had their rightful place. In the Jerusalem coming down from
God out of heaven, they enhance the beauty of the work of God’s Hand,
they take their rightful place in the Divine economy.

The outward glories of the cities are the flashing witness of the inner
beauty and peace. There shall be no more death, no more tears, no
sorrow, no hopeless misery, no more pain. These dark spectres belong to
the former things of time and are passed away. The curse resting on man
since the days of Eden is removed. 11 It is almost impossible to
imagine what life will be like without these awful burdens weighing upon
the spirit.

Two priceless privileges 12 are mentioned. “His servants shall serve
Him.” If God is to be served then we may suppose He has purposes,
hidden as yet from our view, which will be revealed in the glory. It
will not be occupation for its own sake, but tasks commensurate with
greater enlightenment, larger capacity, and far reaching purpose and
objective. We may be sure that art, science and literature have meanings
beyond this time bounded era, and that in the eternal glory they will
find their consummation in Him. At long last it will be labour without
anxiety, labour with joy. So few in this world have the opportunity of
tasks which exhilarate. Machinery in industry is crushing individualism
and initiative. Work is the means of wages, and beyond that for large
numbers it claims no interest. There His servants shall serve Him with
intelligent delight. Work and worship will be one. “And they shall see
His face.” That is a promise to hold with great confidence. The
believer will one day look into the glorious face of the One by Whose
Sacrifice heaven has been opened.



	“What by the gift of His infinite grace,
	I am awarded in heaven a place,



	Just to be there and look on His face,
	Will through the ages be glory for me.”








Who that is human does not know what intense joy the presence of dear
ones gives? To be with them stirs deeps in the heart that are
unfathomable. What will it be to be with Him, to look into His face, to
enjoy in experience the promise He has given: “I will be His God, and
he shall be my son.” 13 Let the reader meditate in the silence of
his own soul, and already something of that pure seraphic joy will
thrill his being as he anticipates the perfect complement of his deepest
desires.

John Bunyan saw something of this vision: “Now I saw in my dream that
these two men went in at the gate: and lo, as they entered, they were
transfigured, and they had raiment put on that shone like gold.” And he
adds: “Now, just as the gates were opened to let in the men, I looked in
after them, and behold, the City shone like the sun; the streets were
paved with gold, … There were also of them that had wings, and they
answered one another without intermission, saying Holy, holy, holy, is
the Lord.” It was a sight and a sound to ravish eye and ear. We are not
surprised when he concludes “and after that they shut the gates; which
when I had seen, I wished myself amongst them.”

In Thy mercy, O Lord, may it be Thy good pleasure shortly to accomplish
the number of Thy Elect, and to grant, of thy marvellous grace, to
reader and writer an abundant entrance 14 into the eternal glory,
through the Eternal Son, Amen.
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11. The Task of the Church

Blessed is that servant, whom his Lord, when he cometh, shall find so
doing

Matthew 24:46

The foregoing chapters, it may fairly be claimed, give good ground for
the belief that the Scriptures teach the purpose of God not in one but
in two advents. Each advent is essential to the understanding of the
other, and were either rejected, truth would not be seen in its right
proportions. One principle governs both advents. The advent of
humiliation culminating in Calvary was entirely the work of the Eternal
Father through His Blessed Son. The finished work of man’s salvation was
accomplished without the slightest help of man. The kingdom of heaven is
now open to all believers. The consummation of the kingdom in the coming
in glory will no less be the work of God alone. No human frailty will be
enlisted in its creation and consummation, it will be entirely the work
of God. That it is coming, we may be sure, coming with us or without us,
but certainly coming. There is no power in heaven or earth that can
prevent the fast approaching moment when the Lord Jesus will rend the
heavens and come as King to the earth.

In the light of all this what is the present task of the Church? Nothing
is more instructive than the present confusion as to the immediate duty.
Ministers are charging the Church with the task of securing
international peace and a new spirit in industry, but exactly what is
meant by the Church and the specific methods by which these ends are to
be accomplished we are not told. So many tasks are being thrust upon the
Church that it suffers from constant agitation as to what to do and
where to begin. When one contrasts that distraction of mind with the
concentration of purpose which characterised our Lord, one is
immediately convinced that something is radically wrong with the outlook
of organised Christianity in the twentieth century. No such distraction
and confusion exist in the minds of those who are waiting for the
glorious appearing of the Lord. Their faith and hope shape practical
issues in the life, and indicate clearly immediate personal work for
“everyone that hath this hope in him.” 1 The Church of God is a
magnificent army, but it has spent too much time polishing its buttons,
instead of entering into the conflict. At its peril will it neglect its
proper task in the world. “Blessed is that servant whom His Lord, when
he cometh, shall find so doing.”  2

The first duty of every individual Christian is to testify to the coming
of the King. In daily conversation in office, shop and home the
testimony must be borne. Let it be urged as a truth of Scripture. It
will come as a great revelation to the unbeliever who knows nothing of
what the Scriptures teach concerning the purposes of God in Christ. If
to the masses the Bible seems out of date, it is because the pulpit has
neglected to utter its prophetic note, and it is now the duty of the
individual believer to spread the news of the coming of the King as a
sure and certain truth woven into the very fabric of Holy Writ. What
makes us ashamed of the simple testimony of the Bible? When one probes
deeply into one’s own heart one knows that the shame arises from the
antagonism of the world spirit, and most of us like to be regarded as up
to date. That fact should make us ponder. The Word of God is not
obsolete. If it has no message for the great times in which we live, if
it finished its application to world movements at the end of the first
century, then it is history and not revelation and we need a modern
oracle. That is surely the most illogical of positions that applauds the
Bible as a Divine revelation but denies its prophetic note to our times.
If to Moses, 3 David 4 and the prophets 5 it was given to see
into the future to Bethlehem and Calvary, by what process of reasoning
can we argue they did not see beyond? They did: and it is the duty of
the believer to shew how the Word of God has anticipated our times 6
and addressed itself to our modern needs.

The testimony must also be borne as the only answer to the world’s
needs. Serious men, on every hand, are troubled. Blind optimists hope
that we have seen the last of war, but so recently as March
11th, 1927, “The Times,” speaking of the nations of Europe,
declared “These peoples are equipped with the means of destruction
already so deadly and yearly becoming deadlier, that they threaten
armies, cities, whole populations, and the very countryside with
annihilation.” In the light of such a fact it is the conversation of the
nursery to suggest we have seen the last of war. The unrest of the times
is patent, and its deadly significance is not obliterated nor is its
character changed by calling it the birth throes of a new era.
Everywhere the question springs to the lips of men: “Where is God?” The
answer is plain. He is nearer than we think, but while, this world
plunges into the vortex of its own sin and human nature remains what it
is and Satan is free, this world can never know peace. It will know
peace when the Prince of Peace comes to reign. He who has laid the
foundations of peace not merely by sacrifice but by HIS blood, will
erect the superstructure by His own hand at His appearing. The pessimism
of the people must be met by the abiding optimism of the believer. Every
device of man is failing, his Babel towers are left unfinished, his
gorgeous temples are raised to the ground. The schemes of politicians
end with the grave, and they touch but the fringe of the awful problems
that afflict the world. Sin, with its bestiality and lust, can never be
uprooted by Act of Parliament. Politics to heal the world’s wounds are
as effective as a corn plaster for cancer. The hopes some people indulge
in these methods and instruments are pathetic. Sin has been dealt with
effectively by One Person at one place. Every believer whose faith has
been placed in the spirit of a child in the atoning work of the Lord
Jesus Christ 7 knows how effective it was for himself. That is the
only way whereby sin can be overcome. The Kingdom of God will never come
through the social reformers and the politicians: it will come when the
King comes. That is the message of the believer as he moves amongst his
fellows day by day.

Every believer must be personally ready for His appearing. We know not
the hour of His coming but we are called to live in an attitude of
expectancy. We must live hopefully, cultivating confidence in His
coming.

The fact of His appearing must no less be related to the sorrows,
trials, bereavements and pain of life. What these things mean only those
who move amongst the burdened and broken hearted can really know, but it
is a great consolation to know that at any moment He may come, and that
most certainly there will be one generation of God’s redeemed children
who will not see death. The grave is not inevitable.

Personal holiness is at once the preparation for His coming and the
result of hope in His coming. We are called to keep ourselves unspotted
from the world, and we are assured that “everyone that hath this hope
in him purifieth himself, even as He is pure.” Watching for Him there
will be nothing in the life that He might condemn. Our Lord specifically
commanded the disciples “Pray always that ye may be accounted worthy to
escape those things which shall come upon the world.” 8 That is as
much a prayer for the Christians to-day as the Lord’s Prayer. It should
be as frequently on our lips. It will aid in keeping us separated from
the money lust of the time, and from the frantic rush for pleasure. When
the world sees the believer independent of those things which it values
most, it will begin to wonder. The world spirit is under condemnation,
and judgment is to be executed. The believer who is waiting for Him must
be utterly separated from it. There must be nothing polluting the life,
no contacts permitted which grieve the spirit. 9

Every believer must plead with the unbeliever. The task of the Church is
to evangelise. To make disciples of all nations was the final injunction
left with the little band who witnessed the ascension of our Lord. 10
It was to be an individual process, for baptism of the individual was to
follow it. Strange indeed that those who believe in the baptism of the
believer also look for the kingdom of God through processes in society!
The world with its sin is doomed. The best efforts of man are bound to
fail. What he can devise he can destroy. Repentance and faith are still
the clarion calls of the Christian Church if it is to be true to its
task. 11

There are many noble ambitions in the hearts of men today. The writer
counts amongst his friends those who are eager for social reform, for
industrial and international peace, and these aims are good. But life is
short: our desire must be to use it not for good purposes, but for the
very best purpose. A father who at great sacrifice sends his son to the
university might reasonably complain if, after having graduated, the son
desired to be a railway guard. It would be honest labour and filling a
necessary post in society, but with such an education it would be less
than the best he could do and therefore to be condemned. Not without
reason does our Lord say “Let the dead bury their dead: but go thou and
preach the gospel.” 12 Let those who are dead in sin carry on with
the dead works of a civilisation which has no mainspring in redemption,
but as for those who have received the grace of God in Christ the duty
is plain, preach the life that has been received. If life, eternal life,
has come to us through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, if we know
ourselves redeemed in His blood, if His Cross has been our peace, then
we have our message. If it has been the way for us, why alter the
message in contradiction to our experience? The appalling fact is that
within the organised communities of the Church to-day there are many who
have had no experience of personal redemption through repentance 13
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, but where that experience has been
known it supplies the key to Christian service. If light has come let us
give the light. 14 If we know that the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses
the sinner and that men and women become new creations in Him, then to
evangelise and secure new creatures in Christ 15 is a better work
than to socialise and make new circumstances for the same sinful
natures. When the Christian leads another to the feet of the Saviour he
does a greater work for time and eternity than any Act of Parliament.

The writer is conscious, painfully conscious of the defects of these
pages, but he feels their truth and thanks God for the unifying purpose,
however feeble, that is in the heart. There is something deeply
satisfying to lead a soul to the Lord Jesus Christ. Without that
satisfaction the Christian ministry would be a heart-breaking task. But
to be thrilled with the truth in one’s own heart and to see it leaping
up by the Holy Spirit in the hearts of others, is to be privileged to
see part of that mystery of God 16 calling out in this dispensation
the Church of His redeemed, and to be re-quickened and inspired with a
humble, joyful confidence in the coming King for the establishment of
the Kingdom soon, 17 we pray, to be. “He that winneth souls is
wise.” 18 May it be our wisdom to plead with the unbeliever while
the message of the Gospel still obtains. 19
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A Question

Almighty God determines the end from the beginning. You and I appear in
history to do what He has planned for us. The collection of sermons in
this book while based upon historical events and real people should make
us think about what the future holds for us. It is centered upon the
Lord of Glory who stepped into history roughly two centuries ago.

Calvary yields a prefiguring, or picture, of what God has in store for
us all. Two fellow country men crucified with our Saviour on planks of
wood and at the end as He dies, an enemy officer exclaiming “Truly this
was the son of God!” This timeless picture reveals God in the person of
Jesus dying to redeem the pinnacle of His creation, personified by a
penitent malefactor, another so lost and abandoned it was impossible for
him to ask for redemption, and an enemy come to faith in Jerusalem. Yet
everyone of us was an enemy when Christ died for us, but still He offers
the only path to peace with God.

Was it the centurion in charge of the crucifixion or possibly one of his
comrades, to whom St. Peter was sent in the book of Acts chapter 10, who
received the gift of God’s Spirit upon his whole household? We are not
told, but the gift of faith is a gift which cannot be earned. It is a
gift, for the penitent who put their trust in God’s timeless act of
grace and love and in nothing else.

The Bible constantly reveals things new and old to all who are prepared
to respond to His loving sacrifice of Himself, begun in time when He
became one of us, but from the beginning all part of His great plan and
eternal purpose. A careful reading will impress how God has always been
interested in small numbers. Individuals raised up equipped to exercise
a lasting godly influence on their family and beyond.

What will it mean for your life and actions?

Welling 2020
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